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SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION 

DATA BUS WIDTH CONVERSION APPARATUS AND DATA PROCESSING 

APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION: 

[0001] The present invention relates to a data bus 

conversion apparatus for use in various bus systems . More 
particularly, the present invention relates to a data bus 
width conversion apparatus which allows bus access between 
a CPU (host system) and its peripheral devices which have 
different data bus widths. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART: 

[0002 ] When a CPU having a data bus width of M bits 

(M is a positive integer ) tries to access an LSI (peripheral 
device) having a data bus width of N bits (N is a positive 
integer) which may be different from M, a data bus width 
conversion apparatus for resizing (changing) the data bus 
width is required. Note that M may be equal to N. 

[0003] Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 4-76890 
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discloses a conventional data bus width conversion 
apparatus comprising a memory cell array section for 
resizing a data bus width, in which the memory cell array 
section is used as a cache memory or a local memory (page 579, 

Figure 1) . 

[0 004] Japanese Laid-Open Publication No. 3-97340 

(pages 256-257, Figures 1 and 2 ) and Japanese Laid-Open 
Publication No. 5-242016 (page 3, Figure 1) disclose a 
conventional data bus width conversion apparatus 
comprising a latch circuit and an output control circuit 
between a data bus having a data bus width of M bits and 
a data bus having a data bus width of N bits in order to 
resize a data bus width. 

tOOOS] However, in the above-described conventional 

data bus width conversion apparatuses , the number of access 
operations by a CPU required for transfer of N-bit data 
from the CPU to an LSI, the wiring pattern of connection 
between the CPU and the LSI, and the like, are fixed in 
hardware in order to resize a data bus width. Therefore, 
it is difficult to apply the conventional apparatuses to 
various bus systems. 
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[0006] For example, the data bus widths of 

conventional CPUs (host system) are set to a multiple of 
8 bits (8 bits, 16 bits, 32 bits, etc.) in accordance with 
customary practice. However, a data bus width of 3 bits 
(18 bits, 24 bits, etc.) maybe used in a number of display 
apparatuses, such as a liquid crystal module and the like. 
This is because display data for a display apparatus is 
composed of three color elements RED, GREEN and BLUE. If 
these three color elements have the same bit width, a data 
bus width has a multiple of 3 bits. 

[0007] For example , it is assumed that a liquid crystal 

module having a data bus width of 18 bits is connected 
to a CPU having a data bus width of 8 bits . It is necessary 
to transfer all of 18-bit data from the CPU to the liquid 
crystal module in order to maximally exploit the display 
performance of the liquid crystal module . In this case, 
since the data bus width of the CPU is 8 bits , it is necessary 
to divide 18-bit data into at least three in order to 
transfer the data from the CPU to the liquid crystal module . 
For 18-bit data, there are various division patterns , such 
as 8-8-2, 6-6-6, 5-6-7, etc. 

[0008] The minimum number of divisions for 18-bit data 
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is three as described above. Alternatively, the number 
of divisions may be more than three (i.e., (the number 
of divisions) >3) because of a particular CPU ' s structure , 
logic, or the like. 

[0009 ] In conventional data bus width conversion 

apparatuses, the division pattern and the number of 
divisions of 18-bit data are fixed in hardware. Thus, 
when the above-described CPU interface is constructed by 
an LSI, the number of divisions and the division pattern 
are fixed in the LSI design. Therefore, the type of an 
LSI available for a CPU is limited and a CPU requires a 
software processing or the like. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

! 

[0010] According to an aspect of the present invention, 

a data bus width conversion apparatus is provided for 
receiving N-bit data (N is a positive integer ) from a first 
device having a first bus width and outputting the N-bit 
data to a second device having a second bus width. The 
first device divides the N-bit data into a plurality of 
bit data groups and the plurality of bit data groups are 
transferred to the apparatus. The apparatus comprises: 
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a setting section for setting the total number of transfer 
operations required for the first device to transfer the 
plurality of bit data groups, and for setting a division 
pattern of the N-bit data for dividing the N-bit data into 
the plurality of bit data groups; a receiving section 
for receiving data indicated by each of the plurality of 
bit data groups in accordance with the total number of 
transfer operations and the division pattern; _and an 
output section for producing the N-bit data from the 
received data indicated by each of the plurality of bit 
data groups and outputting the produced N-bit data to the 
second device. 

[0011] In one embodiment of this invention, the first 

device divides the N-bit data into the plurality of bit 
data groups in accordance with the total number of transfer 
operations and the division pattern set by the setting 
section . 

[0012] In one embodiment of this invention, the 

setting section determines the total number of transfer 
operations and the division pattern in accordance with 
an instruction from the first device. 



5 



Application Serial No. 10/668,253 
Docket No. 24500-000007/US 



[0013] In one embodiment of this invention, the 

setting section determines the total number of transfer 
operations and the division pattern in accordance with 
the size of the first bus width. 

[0014] In one embodiment of this invention, each of 

the plurality of bit data groups is transferred by the 
first device in a transfer operation having a prescribed 
ordinal number within the total number of transfer 
operations. The receiving section comprises: a counter 
section for counting the current number of transfer 
operations within the total number of transfer operations ; 
a comparing section for comparing the current number of 
transfer operations with the ordinal number of a transfer 
operation for each of the plurality of bit data groups; 
and a sampling section for sampling the plurality of bit 
data groups in accordance with a result of the comparison. 

[0015] In one embodiment of this invention, the 

counter section resets the number of counts to an initial 
value after the current ordinal number of a transfer 
operation reaches the total number of transfer operations . 

[0016] In one embodiment of this invention, the 
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setting section comprises: a first register for 

setting the total number of transfer operations; and a 
second register for setting the division pattern. 

[0017] In one embodiment of this invention, the 

apparatus outputs the N-bit data to the second device in 
data write access from the first device to the second device . 

[0018] In one embodiment of this invention, the 

apparatus outputs the N-bit data to the second device in 
bi-directional data transfer access between the first 
device and the second device. 

[0019] According to another aspect of the present 

invention, a data bus width conversion apparatus is 
provided for dividing N-bit data (N is a positive integer) 
output from a second device having a second bus width into 
a plurality of bit data groups and transferring the 
plurality of bit data groups to a first device having a 
first bus width. The apparatus comprises: a setting 
section for setting the total number of transfer operations 
required for transferring the plurality of bit data groups 
to the first device, and for setting a division pattern 
of the N-bit data for dividing the N-bit data into the 
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plurality of bit data groups; and a dividing section for 
dividing the N-bit data into the plurality of bit data 
groups in accordance with the total number of transfer 
operations and the division pattern. 

[0020] In one embodiment of this invention, the 

apparatus outputs the plurality of bit data groups to the 
first device in data read access from the second device 
to the first device. 

[0021] In one embodiment of this invention, the 

apparatus outputs the plurality of bit data groups to the 
first device in bi-directional data transfer access 
between the first device and the second device. 

[0022 ] According to another aspect of the present 

invention, a data processing apparatus is provided, which 
comprises: a data bus width conversion apparatus for 
receiving N-bit data (N is a positive integer) from a first 
device having a first bus width and outputting the N-bit 
data, wherein the first device divides the N-bit data into 
a plurality of bit data groups and the plurality of bit 
data groups are transferred to the data bus width conversion 
apparatus; and a second device having a second bus width 
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for receiving the N-bit data output from the data bus width 
conversion apparatus. The data bus width conversion 
apparatus comprises: a setting section for setting the 
total number of transfer operations required for the first 
device to transfer the plurality of bit data groups, and 
for setting a division pattern of the N-bit data for dividing 
the N-bit data into the plurality of bit data groups; a 
receiving section for receiving data indicated by each 
of the plurality of bit data groups in accordance with 
the total number of transfer operations and the division 
pattern; and an output section for producing the N-bit 
data from the received data indicated by each of the 
plurality of bit data groups and outputting the produced 
N-bit data to the second device. 

[0023] In one embodiment of this invention, the data 

processing apparatus is a display apparatus. 

[0024] According to another aspect of the present 

invention, a data processing apparatus is provided, which 
comprises: a second device having a second bus width for 
outputting N-bit data (N is a positive integer) ; and a 
data bus width conversion apparatus for dividing the N-bit 
data output from the second device into a plurality of 
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bit data groups and transferring the plurality of bit data 
groups to a first device having a first bus width. The 
data bus width conversion apparatus comprises : a setting 
section for setting the total number of transfer operations 
required for transferring the plurality of bit data groups 
to the first device, and for setting a division pattern 
of the N-bit data for dividing the N-bit data into the 
plurality of bit data groups; and a dividing section for 
dividing the N-bit data into the plurality of bit data 
groups in accordance with the total number of transfer 
operations and the division pattern. 

[0025] In one embodiment of this invention, the data 

processing apparatus is a display apparatus. 

[0026] Functions of the present invention will be 

described below. 

[0027] The data bus width conversion apparatus of the 

present invention comprises a setting section in which 
the total number of transfer operations is set where a 
CPU (host system) divides N-bit data (N is a positive 
integer) into a plurality of bit data groups , and a division 
pattern of the N-bit data for dividing the N-bit data into 
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a plurality. of bit data groups. Alternatively, the data 
bus width conversion apparatus of the present invention 
comprises a setting section in which the total number of 
transfer operations is set where N-bit data is divided 
into a plurality of bit data groups which are in turn 
transferred to a CPU, and a division pattern of the N-bit 
data for dividing the N-bit data into a plurality of bit 
data groups. Therefore, the number of divisions and a 
division pattern of data can be arbitrarily determined 
without hardware limitation when data write access is 
carried out from a CPU (host system) to and an LSI 
(peripheral device) and when data read access is carried 
out from an LSI (peripheral device) to a CPU (host system) . 

[0028] Thus, the invention described herein makes 

possible the advantage of providing a data bus width 
conversion apparatus in which when data write access and 
data read access are performed from a CPU (host system) 
to an LSI (peripheral device) , the number of divisions 
and the division pattern can be arbitrarily set. 

E0029] These and other advantages of the present 

invention will become apparent to those skilled in the 
art upon reading and understanding the following detailed 
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description with reference to the accompanying figures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0030] Figure 1A is a diagram of a data processing 

system according to an embodiment of the present invention, 
showing a wiring state of connection lines between an 
interface section of a CPU and an interface section of 
an LSI. 

[0031] Figure IB is a diagram showing a data 

processing apparatus according to an embodiment of the 
present invention . 

[0032] Figure 2 is a diagram showing a data bus width 

conversion apparatus according to an embodiment of the 
present invention, which resizes or changes the width of 
a data bus in the interface section of the LSI of Figure 1A. 

[ 0033 ] Figure 3 is a block diagram showing a structure 

of a control circuit contained in the data bus width 
conversion apparatus of Figure 2. 

[0034] Figure 4 is a timing chart of signals in a data 
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bus width conversion apparatus of the present invention. 

[0035] Figure 5A is a diagram of a data processing 

system according to an embodiment of the present invention, 
showing a wiring state of connection lines between an 
interface section of a CPU and an interface section of 
an LSI, where data read access is carried out. 

[0036] Figure 5B is a diagram showing a data 

processing apparatus according to an embodiment of the 
present invention . 

[0037] Figure 6 is a diagram showing a data bus width 

conversion apparatus according to an embodiment of the 
present invention, which resizes or changes the width of 
a data bus in the interface section of the LSI of Figure 1A 
in data read access . 

[0038] Figure 7 is a block diagram showing a structure 

of a control circuit contained in the data bus width 
conversion apparatus of Figure 5A. 

[0039] Figure 8 is a timing chart of signals in a data 

bus width conversion apparatus of the present invention 
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in data read access. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0040] Hereinafter, the present invention will be 

described by way of illustrative examples with reference 
to the accompanying drawings. 

(Embodiment 1) 

[0041] Figure 1A shows a data processing system 100 

according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention. 

[0042] The data processing system 100 comprises a CPU 

10 and an LSI 11. The LSI 11 comprises a data bus width 
conversion apparatus 120 (Figure 2). 

[0043] The CPU 10 is contained in a host system, such 

as a personal computer or the like . The LSI 11 is contained 
in a peripheral device for controlling a display apparatus , 
such as a liquid crystal module or the like. The CPU 10 
has a data bus width of 8 bits. The LSI 11 has a data 
bus width of 18 bits. The CPU 10 is connected to the LSI 

11 via a connection line section 12. 
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[0044] In the connection line section 12, data bus 

terminals DO to D7 and a data write signal NWR terminal, 
which constitute an interface section of the CPU 10, are 
connected to data bus terminals DB0 to DB17 and a data 
write signal NWR terminal, which constitute an interface 
section of the LSI 11 . 

[0045] Specifically, in the connection line section 

12, the data bus terminal D7 of the CPU 10 is connected 
to the data bus terminals DB17, DB9 , and DBl of the LSI 
11. Similarly, the data bus terminal D6 of the CPU 10 
is connected to the data bus terminals DB16, DB8 , and DB0 
of the LSI 11. The data bus terminal D5 of the CPU 10 
is connected to the data bus terminals DB15 and DB7 of 
the LSI 11. The data bus terminal D4 of the CPU 10 is 
connected to the data bus terminals DB14 and DB6 of the 
LSI 11 . The data bus terminal D3 of the CPU 10 is connected 
to the data bus terminals DB13 and DB5 of the LSI 11. The 
data bus terminal D2 of the CPU 10 is connected to the 
data bus terminals DB12 and DB4 of the LSI 11. The data 
bus terminal Dl of the CPU 10 is connected to the data 
bus terminals DBll and DB3 of the LSI 11. The data bus 
terminal DO of the CPU 10 is connected to the data bus 
terminals DB10 and DB2 of the LSI 11 . The data write signal 
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NWR terminal of the CPU 10 is connected to the data write 
signal NWR terminal of the LSI 11. 

[0046] As shown in Figure 1A, the interface section 

of the CPU 10 having a data bus width of 8 bits is connected 
to the interface section of the LSI 11 having a data bus 
width of 18 bits. In this case, 18-bit data is divided 
into three groups (divisional bit data groups) . 18-bit 
data is transferred on a divisional bit data 
group-by-divisional bit data group basis. For example, 
18-bit data is divided as follows. The 8-bit data from 
the 17th data input through the terminal DB17 to the 10th 
data input through the terminal DB10 constitute a first 
divisional bit data group. The 8-bit data from the 9th 
data input through the terminal DB9 to the 2nd data input 
through the terminal DB2 constitute a second divisional 
bit data group. The 2-bit data including the 1st data 
input through the terminal DBl to the 0th data input through 
the terminal DB0 constitute a third divisional bit data 
group. This division pattern is designated 8-8-2. 

[0047] Figure IB shows a display apparatus 110 as an 

exemplary data processing apparatus of the present 
invention. The display apparatus 110 may be a liquid 
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crystal display apparatus, for example. The display 
apparatus 110 comprises the LSI 11 of Figure lAanda display 
panel 111. In this case, the LSI 11 controls the display 
performance of the display panel 111. In this manner, 
the LSI 11 comprising the data bus width conversion 
apparatus 120 may be mounted in various data processing 
apparatuses . 

[0048] Figure 2 shows the data bus width conversion 

apparatus 120 according to Embodiment 1 of the present 
invention, which is included in the LSI 11 of Figure 1A. 
The data bus width conversion apparatus 120 resizes or 
changes the 8-bit data bus width of the CPU 10 to the 18-bit 
data bus width of the LSI 11. 

[0049] The data bus width conversion apparatus 120 

comprises a control circuit 21 for resizing data output 
from a data bus 20 having a data bus width of 18 bits connected 
to the CPU 10, a flip-flop (FF) 22 for bit information, 
and an output control circuit 23 for outputting 18-bit 
width data resized by the control circuit 21 into the LSI 
11. An LSI internal circuit 24 receives data output from 
the output control circuit 23. The flip-flop 22 may be 
a latch circuit. 
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[0050] Figure 3 is a block diagram showing a detail 

of the control circuit 21 of Figure 2. 

[0051] As shown in Figure 3, the control circuit 21 

comprises a register block 30. The register block 30 
comprises a register a for arbitrarily setting the total 
number of data write access operations from the CPU 10 
to the LSI 11 in sampling the 18-bit width data (the total 
number of transfer operations of a plurality of divisional 
bit data groups from the CPU 10 to the LSI 11) and a register 
3 for setting the ordinal number of a data transfer operation 
for each data bit of 18-bit width data (i.e., a division 
pattern of 18-bit width data for dividing data bits of 
18-bit width data into a plurality of divisional bit data 
groups) . 

[0052] The control circuit 21 comprises a receiving 

section 35 for receiving data represented by each of the 
bit data groups based on the total number of transfer 
operations and the division pattern set in the register 
a and the register (3, respectively . The receiving section 
35 comprises a sampling section 33 and a sampling control 
signal generating section 34 . The sampling control signal 
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generating section 34 comprises a counter 31 and a comparing 
section 32. The counter 31 counts the current number of 
transfer operations where the maximum number of counts 
is the total number of transfer operations set in the 
register a. The comparing section 32 compares the current 
count number of transfer operations with the ordinal number 
of a transfer operation defined for each bit data group. 
The comparing section 32 outputs to the sampling section 
33 a sampling control signal for sampling data included 
in a bit data group, whose ordinal number of a transfer 
operation is identical to the current number of transfer 
operations. The counter 31 may be either incremented or 
decremented . 

[0053] The counter 31 outputs a count value, i.e., 

the number of transfer operations ( the number of data write 
strobe operations) , in synchronization with a data write 
signal NWR output from the CPU 10. The comparing section 
32 comprises a plurality of comparing circuits for 
comparing a value registered in the register P with a count 
value of the counter 31. A comparing circuit is provided 
for each bit of 18-bit width data. Values registered in 
the register P are defined based on the above-described 
division pattern. A registered value indicating the 
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ordinal number of a transfer operation is input to each 
comparing circuit . The registered value varies depending 
on the corresponding bit data group. In Embodiment 1, 
the comparing section 32 comprises 18 comparing circuits 
(Figure 3 shows three comparing circuits 32A, 32B, and 
32C of the 18 comparing circuits for the sake of simplicity) . 

[0054] The sampling section 33 comprises a plurality 

of sampling circuits for sampling an 18-bit width data 
bus signal DB[17:0] in accordance with a sampling control 
signal for each divisional bit data group. A sampling 
circuit is provided for each bit of 18-bit width data. 
In Embodiment 1, the sampling section 33 comprises 18 
sampling circuits (Figure 3 shows three sampling circuits 
33A, 33B, and 33C of the 18 sampling circuits) . The 18 
sampling circuits receive sampling signals output from 
the respective corresponding comparing circuits. The 18 
sampling circuits sample the respective data bits of 18-bit 
width data in accordance with the respective sampling 
signals . 

[0055] Next, the sampling section 33 outputs a data 

bus signal DB [17 : 0] containing data bits via the flip-flop 
22 to the output control circuit 23. In addition, the 



20 



Application Serial No. 10/668,253 
Docket No. 24500-000007/US 

counter 31 outputs a data write signal W to the output 
control circuit 23. The output control circuit 23 joins 
data of the divisional bit data groups in synchronization 
with the data write signal W to form continuous 18-bit 
width data and transfers the resultant data to the LSI 
internal circuit 24. 

[0056] The flip-flop 22 may be integrated with the 

sampling section 33. In this case, the flip-flop 22 
functions in the same manner as when not integrated. 

[0057 ] Next, an exemplary structure of the register 

a and the register P of Figure 3 provided in the register 
block 30 of the control circuit 21 is shown in Table 1. 
The register a comprises registers MCB and MCA. The 
register P comprises registers MOB to M17B and MOA to M17A. 
In Table 1, MWB0 to MWB5 each represent an 8-bit register 
block . 

[0058] The ordinal number of each bit of an 18-bit 

width data bus signal is represented by 2 bits in the 
register P, and the total number of transfer operations 
required for transfer of all 18-bit width data is 
represented by 2 bits in the register a. In Table 1, the 
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registers MCB and MCA correspond to bitl and bitO of MWBO, 
respectively, and the registers MOB to M17B and MOA to 
M17A sequentially correspond to bitO of MWBl to bit3 of 
MWB5 . In Table 1, X represents "don't care" indicating 
a bit which has no influence on the data transfer operation . 



Table 1 



NAME 


bit7 


bit6 


bit5 


bit4 


bit3 


bit2 


bitl 


bitO 


MWBO 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


MCB 


MCA 


MWBl 


M3B 


M3A 


M2B 


M2A 


M1B 


MIA 


MOB 


MOA 


MWB2 


M7B 


M7A 


M6B 


M6A 


MSB 


MSA 


M4B 


M4A 


MWB3 


M11B 


M11A 


M10B 


M10A 


M9B 


M9A 


M8B 


M8A 


MWB4 


M15B 


M15A 


M14B 


M14A 


M13B 


M13A 


M12B 


M12A 


MWB5 


X 


X 


X 


X 


M17B 


M17A 


M16B 


M16A 



[0059] In Table 1, the 8-bit registers MWBl to MWB5 

contains the registers M*B and M*A where * represents a 
number from 0 to 17 . The number refers to a register 

(register |3) corresponding to each bit of the 18-bit data 
bus. A value set by the registers M*B and M*A indicates 
the ordinal number of a data write strobe operation which 
samples the corresponding bit of a data bus signal on the 
18-bit data bus. 
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[0060] Table 2 shows values set by the registers M*B 

and M* A _and sampling timings for an 18-bit width data 
bus signal. 

[0061] When M*B = M*A = 0, the *th bit is sampled in 

a first data write strobe operation. When M*B =0 and M*A 
= 1, the *th bit is sampled in a second data write strobe 
operation. When M*B = 1 and M*A = 0 , the *th bit is sampled 
in a third data write strobe operation. When M*B = 1 and 
M* A = 1, the *th bit is sampled in a fourth data write 
strobe operation. 

[0062 ] The registers MCB andMCA corresponding to bitl 

and bitO of MWB0 indicate the total number of data write 
access operations (the total number of transfer 
operations) required for sampling all data of a data bus 
signal having a prescribed N-bit width (in Embodiment 1, 
18-bit width) . Values set by the registers MCB and MCA 
and the total number of data write access operations are 
defined under the same rule as shown in Table 2 for the 
values set by the registers M*B and M*A and the ordinal 
number of a data write access. 
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Table 2 



M*B 


M* A 


Sampling 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


2 


1 


0 


3 


1 


1 


4 



[0063] The registers MCB and MCA specify the total 

number of data write strobe operations required for 
sampling all bits of an 18-bit width data bus signal when 
a host interface within an LSI samples, for example, an 
18-bit width data bus signal on a data bus. The signal 
levels of data bits of an 18-bit width data bus signal 
are sampled on a divisional bit data group-by-divisional 
bit data group basis in accordance with the total number 
of a data write strobe operation specified by the registers 
M*B and M*A. 

[0064] Table 3 shows an exemplary set of values 

registered in the register a and the register (3 of Table 2 . 
Here, 18-bit width data is divided into three, where the 
division pattern is 8 (17th bit to 10th bit) -8 (9th bit to 
2nd bit ) -2 ( 1st bit and 0th bit) in order to convert 8-bit 
width data of the CPU 10 to 18-bit width data of the LSI 
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11. Thus, each divisional bit data group corresponds to 
8 bit width data or 2-bit width data. 

[0065] In this case, the total number of data write 

access operations to 8 bit width data of the CPU 10 required 
for sampling 18-bit width data is three. Therefore, the 
values set by the registers MCB and MCA in the register 
a are M*B =1 and M*A = 0 (*=C) according to Table 2. The 
set values MCB = 1 and MCA = 0 are set in bitl and bitO 
of MWB0 in Table 3, respectively. 

[0066] When data of the 17th bit to the 10th bit is 

defined as a data sequence (divisional bit data group) 
to be sampled in the first data write strobe operation, 
the registers M17B to Ml 0B and M17A to Ml OA in the register 
P have values M*B = M*A =0 (* = 10 to 17) according to 
Table 2. In this case, the values set by the registers 

(M17B, M17A) to (Ml 0B , Ml OA) are set in bit3 and bit2 of 
MWB5 to bit5 and bit4 of MWB3 in sequence according to 
Table 3 . 

[0067] When data of the 9thbit to the 2ndbi t is defined 

as a data sequence (divisional bit data group) to be sampled 
in the second data write strobe operation, the registers 
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M9B to M2B and M9A to M2 A in the register (3 have values 
M*B = 0 and M*A =1 ( * = 2 to 9 ) according to Table 2. 
In this case, the values set by the registers (M9B, M9A) 
to (M2B, M2A) are set in bit3 and bit2 of MWB3 to bit5 
and bit4 of MWB1 in sequence according to Table 3 . 

[0068] When data of the 1st bit and the 0th bit is 

defined as a data sequence (divisional bit data group) 
to be sampled in the third data write strobe operation, 
the registers M1B, MOB and MIA, M0A in the register 3 have 
values M*B = 1 and M*A =0 ( * = 0 , 1 ) according to Table 2 . 
In this case, the values set by the registers (M1B, MIA) 
and (MOB, M0A) are set in bit3 and bit2 of MWB1 and bitl 
and bitO of MWB1 in sequence according to Table 3 . 

[0069] As shown in Table 3, in Embodiment 1, since 

the registers MCB and MCA are MCB =1 and MCA = 0, one data 
write cycle for an 18-bit width data bus signal is completed 
by a total of three data write strobe operations according 
to Table 2 . 



Table 3 



NAME 


bit7 


bit6 


bit5 


bit4 


bit3 


bit2 


bitl 


bitO 


MWB0 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


1 


0 
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MWB1 


0 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


0 


MWB2 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


1 


MWB3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


MWB4 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


MWB5 


X 


X 


X 


X 


0 


0 


0 


0 



[0070] Next, an operation of a data bus width 

conversion apparatus of the present invention when values 
are set in the registers a and p as shown in Table 3, will 
be described with reference to Figures 1A, 2 and 3. 

[0071] As described above, in Embodiment 1, the CPU 

10 having a data bus width of 8 bits is connected with 
the LSI 11 having a data bus width of 18 bits (Figure 1A) 
using a division pattern of 8-8-2. 

[0072] The CPU 10 outputs 8-bit data, which is in turn 

input to the 18-bit width data bus 20 (Figure 2) . The 
CPU 10 outputs signals DT1-0 , DT1-1, andDTl-2 (8-bit data) 
indicating the three divisional bit data groups in 
accordance with a division pattern, such as 8-8-2. In 
the signal DT1-2, 2 data bits of the 8-bit data are valid 
while the other 6 data bits are "don't care" and do not 
have an influence on a data transfer operation. The 
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signals DT1-0, DT1-1, and DT1-2 are input via the 18-bit 
width data bus 20 to the control circuit 21 in 
synchronization with the data write signal NWR. 

[0073] The data write signal NWR is input to the 

counter 31 within the control circuit 21 (Figure 3) . The 
counter 31 counts the number of data write strobe operations 
in synchronization with the data write signal NWR. In 
addition, the register P sets the ordinal number of a data 
write access operationby the CPU 10 for sampling a specific 
bit of 18-bit width data in a data bus signal. 

[0074] The register a outputs a registered value 

indicating the total number of data write strobe operations 
(the total number of transfer operations) to the counter 
31. The counter 31 counts the number of data write strobe 
operations in accordance with the data write signal NWR 
and outputs the resultant counter value to the comparing 
section 32 . 

[0075] The 18 comparing circuits contained in the 

comparing section 32 each compare a value registered in 
the register P indicating the ordinal number of a data 
write strobe operation with a counter value indicating 
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the number of data write strobe operations counted by the 
counter 31. Each comparing circuit, in which the 
registered value is identical to the counter value , outputs 
a sampling control signal to a sampling circuit 
corresponding to the comparing circuit. 

[0076] The sampling section 33 receives the 18-bit 

width data bus signal DB[17:0] . The 18 data bits of the 
data bus signal DB[17:0] are input to the respective 
sampling circuits. 

[0077 ] A sampling circuit, which has received a 

sampling control signal, samples the corresponding data 
bit of the data bus signal DB[17:0] in accordance with 
the received sampling control signal and outputs the 
sampled data bit to the flip-flop 22. For example, in 
the case of the 17th bit sampling circuit 33Aof the sampling 
section 33, since the values set by the register J3 are 
M17B = M17A = 0 according to Tables 2 and 3 , a data bit DB17A 
input through the terminal DB17 in the first data write 
strobe operation is sampled and output by the 17th bit 
sampling circuit 33A to the flip-flop 22 during one data 
write cycle. 
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[0078] The flip-flop 22 accumulates data bits of the 

data bus signal DB[17:0] on a divisional bit data 
group-by-divisional bit data group basis and outputs the 
data bits as a data bus signal LDB[17:0] to the output 
control circuit 23 in accordance with the data write signal 
NWR. 

[0079] : The flip-flop 22 may be integrated with the 

sampling section 33. In this case, the flip-flop 22 
functions in the same manner as when not integrated. In 
this case, when a sampling circuit of the sampling section 
33 which has received a sampling control signal from the 
comparing section 32 samples the corresponding bit of a 
data bus signal DB[17:0] in accordance with the received 
sampling control signal, a flip-flop (or a latch circuit) 
is employed to perform the sampling operation in 
synchronization with the data write signal NWR and the 
sampled data bus signal is output directly to the output 
control circuit 23. 

[0080] The counter 31 increments (or decrements) the 

number of data write strobe operations every time the data 
write signal NWR is input. When the counter value reaches 
the value registered in the registers MCB and MCA (in 
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Embodiment 1, "10" since the total number of data write 
access operations is three) , the counter value is reset 
to an initial value ( in Embodiment 1, "00"). Inaddition, 
the counter 31 outputs to output control circuit 23 a data 
write signal W for outputting the resized 18-bit width 
data to the LSI internal circuit 24. 

[0081] Data sampled from all of the divisional bit 

data groups by a total of three data write access operations 
is output as continuous 18-bit width data IDB[17:0] in 
accordance with the data write signal W and is written 
into a register, a memory, or the like contained in the 
LSI internal circuit 24 of the LSI 11. 

[0082] Thus, the data bus width conversion apparatus 

120 of the present invention comprises the register a in 
which the total number of data write access operations 
by the CPU 10 required for the control circuit 21 to sample 
N-bit width data is set, and the register (3 in which the 
ordinal number of a data write access operation which 
samples a specific bit of the N-bit width data is set. 
Thus , when the CPU 10 having anM-bit width data bus accesses 
the LSI 11 (peripheral device) having an N-bit width data 
bus ( including M = N) , the total number of data write access 
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operations (the total number of transfer operations) by 
the CPU 10 and a division pattern are not fixed in hardware 
and data bus width can be arbitrarily resized for various 
bus systems. 

[ 0083 ] Figure 4 is a timing chart of signals in a data 

bus width conversion apparatus of the present invention. 

[0084] The CPU 10 outputs an 8-bit data bus signal 

D[7:0] via the connection line section 12 to the 18-bit 
width data bus 20 of the LSI 11 in synchronization with 
the data write signal NWR. The data bus signal D[7:0] 
is output as, for example, a data signal DT1-0 corresponding 
to the 17th bit to the 10th bit of 18-bit data bus width 
in the LSI 11, a data signal DT1-1 corresponding to the 
9th bit to the 2nd bit of the data bus width in the LSI 
11, or a data signal DT1-2 corresponding to the 1st bit 
and the 0th bit of the data bus width in the LSI 11. Note 
that when the data signal DT1-2 corresponding to the 1st 
bit and the 0th bit of the data bus width in the LSI 11 
is transferred, only 2 bits are used in the 8-bit bus width. 

[0085] Next, the data signals DT1-0 , DT1-1, and DTl-2 

are input from the 18-bit width data bus 20 to the sampling 
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section 33 of the control circuit 21. 

[0086] In the control circuit 21, the register a and 

the register p in the register block 30 store conditions 
for sampling the data signal DT1-0, DT1-1, and DT1-2 . 
Specifically, MC[B:A]=10 indicates that a total of three 
data write strobe operations are required for sampling 
an entire 18-bit width data bus signal. M17[B:A]=00 to 
M10 [B: A] =00 indicate that the data signal DT1-0 is sampled 
into the 17th bit to the 10th bit in the first data write 
strobe operation. M9[B:A]=01 toM2 [B:A] = 01 indicate that 
the data signal DT1-1 is sampled into the 9th bit to the 
2nd bit in the second data write strobe operation. 
Ml [B: A] =10 and M0 [B: A] =10 indicate that the data signal 
DTI -2 is sampled into the 1st bit and the 0th bit in the 
third data write strobe operation. 

[0087 ] Next , the ordinal number of a data write strobe 

operation corresponding to the data signal DT1-0, DT1-1, 
or DT1-2 is a counter value 00, 01, or 10 indicated by 
the counter 31, respectively. When a counter value is 
identical to a value registered in the register (3, the 
corresponding data signal DT1-0 , DT1-1, or DT1-2 is sampled 
by the appropriate sampling circuit (s). 
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[0088] For example, the data signal DT1-0 is sampled 

as data DTl-0[7] to data DTl-0[0] . The data DTl-0[7] to 
the data DTl-0[0] are output via the corresponding output 
terminals of the sampling section 33 to the flip-flop 22. 
Similarly, the data signal DT1-1 is sampledas data DT1-1 [7 ] 
to data DT1-1[0] and output via the corresponding output 
terminals of the sampling section 33 to the flip-flop 22. 
The data signal DT1-2 is sampled as data DTl-2[7] to data 
DT1-2 [ 6 ] and output via the corresponding output terminals 
of the sampling section 33 to the flip-flop 22. Here, 
for example, the above-described [7] to [0] correspond 
to the 7th bit to the 0th bit of 8-bit data output via 
the D7 to DO terminals of the CPU 10. 

[0089] Next, the flip-flop 22 outputs the data 

DTl-0[7] toDTl-0[0], the data DTI - 1 [ 7 ] toDTl-l[0], and 
the data DTI -2 [7] to data DT1-2 [ 6 ] as latch data LDB [ 17 : 0 ] 
to the output control circuit 23 in synchronization with 
the data write signal NWR. 

[0090] The output control circuit 2 3 resizes the 

divisional bit data groups, i.e., the data DTl-0[7] to 
DTl-0[0], the data DT1-1[7] to DT1-1[0], and the data 
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DTl-2[7] to DTl-2[6] into data DTI which is a continuous 
18-bit width data bus signal IDB[17:0] and outputs the 
data DTI to the LSI internal circuit 24 in synchronization 
with the data write signal W output from the counter 31. 

[0091] In Embodiment 1, the total number of transfer 

operations and the ordinal number of a transfer operation 
are represented by 2 bits in the register a and the register 
p. However, by changing the bit width of the register a 
and the register p, the total number of transfer operations 
by a CPU when an N-bit width data bus signal is sampled 

(e.g., C times) and the ordinal number of a data write 
access operation which samples a specific bit of the N-bit 
width data, can be freely determined. 

[0092 ] Note that the total number of transfer 

operations and a division pattern may be set in the register 
a and the register p in accordance with an instruction 
from the CPU 10. Alternatively, the total number of 
transfer operations and a division pattern may be set in 
the register a and the register P in accordance with the 
data bus width (and the wiring manner of connection lines) 
of the CPU 10 recognized by the register block 30. In 
this case , the CPU 10 divides and outputs data in accordance 
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with the total number of transfer operations and a division 
pattern set by the register block 30. 

[0093 3 Thus, even when a CPU having an M-bit data bus 

width is connected to a peripheral device having an N-bit 
data bus width, the wiring manner of connection lines 
between the CPU and the peripheral device can be freely 
determined without hardware limitation. 

[0094] Embodiment 1 shows an example of data bus width 

conversion when a CPU undergoes data write access . However, 
by utilizing the reverse sequence of the above-described 
data bus width conversion in the data write access, N-bit 
width data can be divided into M-bit width data when data 
read access is performed from a peripheral device to a 
CPU. 

(Embodiment 2 ) 

[0095] Hereinafter, Embodiment 2 of the present 

invention in which data read access is performed from an 
LSI (peripheral device) to a CPU (host system) will be 
described with reference to Figures 5A, 5B and 6 to 8 . 



[0096] 



•Figure 5A shows a data processing system 200 
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according to Embodiment 2 of the present invention. 

[0097] The data processing system 200 comprises a CPU 

50 and an LSI 51. The LSI 51 comprises a data bus width 
conversion apparatus 220 (Figure 6) . 

[0098] In a connection line section 52 , the CPU 50 

and the LSI 51 are connected to each other in the same 
manner as in the CPU 10 and the LSI 11 of Figure 1A. A 
data read signal NRD terminal of the CPU 50 is connected 
to a data read signal NRD terminal of the LSI 51. 

[0099] As shown in Figure 5A, an interface section 

of the CPU 50 having a data bus width of 8 bits is connected 
to an interface section of the LSI 51 having a data bus 
width of 18 bits with the same division pattern 8-8-2 as 
in Figure 1A. 

[00100] Figure 5B shows a display apparatus 210 

as an exemplary data processing apparatus of the present 
invention. The display apparatus 210 may be a liquid 
crystal display apparatus, for example. The display 
apparatus 210 comprises the LSI 51 of Figure SAanda display 
panel 211. In this case, the LSI 51 controls the display 
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performance of the display panel 211. In this manner, 
the LSI 51 comprising the data bus width conversion 
apparatus 220 may be mounted in various data processing 
apparatuses . 

[00101] Figure 6 shows the data bus width 

conversion apparatus 220 according to Embodiment 2 of the 
present invention, which is included in the LSI 51 of 
Figure 5A. The data bus width conversion apparatus 220 
resizes the 18-bit data bus width of the LSI 51 to the 
8-bit data bus width of the CPU 50 in data read access. 

[00102] The data bus width conversion apparatus 

220 of Figure 6 has the same structure as that of the data 
bus width conversion apparatus 120 of Figure 2, and can 
perform a data bus conversion operation of the present 
invention even when a flip-flop (FF) 62 and an output control 
circuit 63 are not used. The flip-flop 62 may be a latch 
circuit . 

[00103] Figure 7 is a block diagram showing a 

detail of a control circuit. 61 contained in the data bus 
width conversion apparatus 220 of Figure 6. 
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[00104] As shown in Figure 7, the control circuit 

61 comprises a register block 70. The register block 70 
comprises a register y for arbitrarily setting the total 
number of data read access operations in reading 18-bit 
width data from the LSI 51 (peripheral device) to the CPU 

50 (host system) (the total number of transfer operations 
of a plurality of divisional bit data groups from the LSI 

51 to the CPU 50) and a register 5 for setting the ordinal 
number of a data transfer operation for each data bit of 
18-bit width data (i.e., a division pattern of 18-bit width 
data for dividing data bits of 18-bit width data into a 
plurality of divisional bit data groups) . 

[00105] The control circuit 61 comprises a 

dividing section 75. The dividing section 75 corresponds 
to the receiving section 35 of Figure 3. The dividing 
section 75 comprises a counter 71, a comparing section 
72, and a sampling section 73. 

[00106] The counter 71 outputs a count value , i.e., 

the number of transfer operations (the number of data read 
strobe operations) , in synchronization with a data read 
signal NRD output from the CPU 50. 
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[00107 ] The comparing section 72 comprises a 

plurality of comparing circuits for comparing a value 
registered in the register 5 with a count value of the 
counter 71. A comparing circuit is provided for each bit 
of 18-bit width data. Values registered in the register 
8 are defined based on the above-described division pattern . 
A registered value indicating the ordinal number of a 
transfer operation is input to each comparing circuit. 
The registered value varies depending on the corresponding 
bit data group. In Embodiment 2, the comparing section 
72 comprises 18 comparing circuits (Figure 7 shows three 
comparing circuits 72A, 72B, and 72C of the 18 comparing 
circuits for the sake of simplicity) . 

[00108] The sampling section 73 comprises a 

plurality of sampling circuits for reading an 18-bit width 
data bus signal DB[17:0] in accordance with a sampling 
control signal for each divisional bit data group. A 
sampling circuit is provided for each bit of 18-bit width 
data. In Embodiment 2, the sampling section 73 comprises 
18 sampling circuits (Figure 7 shows three sampling 
circuits 73A, 73B, and 73C of the 18 sampling circuits) . 
The 18 sampling circuits receive sampling signals output 
from the respective corresponding comparing circuits. 
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The 18 sampling circuits sample the respective data bits 
of 18-bit width data in accordance with the respective 
sampling signals . 

[00109] The structure of the register y contained 

in the register block 70 is the same as that of the register 
a of Table 1. The structure of the register 5 is the same 
as that of the register P of Table 1. 

[00110] The relationship between values set by 

registers M*B and M*A corresponding to 18 data bits of 
a data bus signal, and sampling timings is the same as 
that of Table 2. Specifically, when values set by the 
registers M*B and M*A are M*B = M*A = 0, the *th bit is 
read into the CPU 50 in a first data read strobe operation. 
When M*B = 0 and M*A = 1, the *th bit is read into the 
CPU 50 in a second data read strobe operation. When M*B 
= 1 and M*A = 0, the *th bit is read into the CPU 50 in 
a third data read strobe operation. When M*B = 1 and M*A 
= 1, the *th bit is read into the CPU 50 in a fourth data 
read strobe operation. 

[00111] The relationship between values 

registered in registers MCB and MCA which indicate the 
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total number of data read access operations (the total 
number of transfer operations) required for reading an 
entire data bus signal having a prescribed N-bit width 
(18-bit width in Embodiment 2), and sampling timings is 
the same as that of Table 2. The registers MCB and MCA 
specify the total number of data read strobe operations 
required for one reading operation from an LSI to a CPU. 

[00112] Next, a data read access operation of a 

data bus width conversion apparatus of the present 
invention when values are set in the registers y and 8 as 
shown in Table 3, will be described with reference to 
Figures 5A, 6 and 7. 

[00113] As described above, in Embodiment 2, the 

CPU 50 having a data bus width of 8 bits is connected with 
the LSI 51 having a data bus width of 18 bits (Figure 5A) 
using a division pattern of 8-8-2. 

[00114] The CPU 50 outputs the data read signal 

NRD to an LSI internal circuit 64. In synchronization 
with this input, the LSI internal circuit 64 outputs 18-bit 
width data ODB[17:0] to the control circuit 61. 
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[00115] The data read signal NRD is input to the 

counter 71 within the control circuit 61. The counter 
71 counts the number of data read strobe operations in 
synchronization with the data read signal NRD in reading 
a data bus signal. The register 5 specifies the ordinal 
number of a data read strobe operation which samples a 
specific data bit of 18-bit width data. 

[00116] The register y outputs a registered value 

indicating the total number of data read strobe operations 
(the total number of transfer operations) to the counter 
71. The counter 71 counts the number of data read strobe 
operations in accordance with the data read signal NRD 
and outputs the resultant counter value to the comparing 
section 72 . 

[00117] The 18 comparing circuits contained in the 

comparing section 72 each compare a value registered in 
the register 5 indicating the ordinal number of a data 
read strobe operation with a counter value indicating the 
number of data read strobe operations counted by the counter 
71 . Each comparing circuit, in which the registered value 
is identical to the counter value, outputs a sampling 
control signal to a sampling circuit corresponding to the 
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comparing circuit. 

[00118] The sampling section 73 receives the 

18-bit width data bus signal ODB [17 : 0] from the LSI internal 
circuit 64 . The 18 data bits of the data bus signal 
ODB[17:0] are input to the respective sampling circuits. 

[00119] A sampling circuit, which has received a 

sampling control signal, samples the corresponding data 
bit of the data bus signal ODB[17:0] in accordance with 
the received sampling control signal and outputs the 
sampled data bit to a data bus 60. 

[00120] For example, in the case of the 17th bit 

sampling circuit 73A of the sampling section 73, since 
the values set by the register 8 are M17B = M17A = 0 according 
to Tables 2 and 3, a data bit 0DB17 is sampled in the first 
data read strobe operation by the 17 th bit sampling circuit 
73A and output to a terminal DB17 (Figure 5A) during one 
data read cycle. 

[00121] The counter 71 increments (or decrements) 

the number of data read strobe operations every time the 
data read signal NRD is input. When the counter value 
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reaches the value registered in the registers MCB and MCA 
(in Embodiment 2, "10" since the total number of data read 
access operations is three) , the counter value is reset 
to an initial value ("00" in Embodiment 2). 

[00122] Thus, the data bus width conversion 

apparatus 220 of the present invention comprises the 
register y in which the total number of data read access 
operations by the CPU 50 required for the control circuit 
61 to sample N-bit width data is set, and the register 
5 in which the ordinal number of a data read access operation 
which samples a specific bit of the N-bit width data is 
set. Thus, when the CPU 50 having an M-bit width data 
bus accesses the LSI 51 (peripheral device) having an N-bit 
width data bus (including M = N) , the total number of data 
read access operations from the LSI 51 to the CPU 50 and 
a division pattern of a data bus signal are not fixed in 
hardware and data bus width can be arbitrarily resized 
for various bus systems. 

[00123] Figure 8 is a timing chart of signals in 

a data read operation of a data bus width conversion 
apparatus of the present invention. 
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[00124] CPU 50 outputs the data read signal NRD 

via the connection line section 52 to the LSI internal 
circuit 64 in the LSI 51. 

[00125] When receiving the data read signal NRD, 

the LSI internal circuit 64 outputs 18-bit width data DTI 
as a signal ODB[17:0] to the sampling section 73 within 
the control circuit 61 in synchronization with the data 
read signal NRD. 

[00126] In the control circuit 61, the register 

yand the register 5 in the register block 7 0 store conditions 
for reading the data DTI. Specifically, MC[B:A]=10 
indicates that a total of three data read strobe operations 
are required for reading an entire 18-bit width data bus 
signal . M17 [B : A] = 00 to M10 [B : A] =00 indicate that the 17 th 
bit to the 10th bit are read out in the first data read 
strobe operation. M9 [B: A] =01 to M2 [B: A] =01 indicate that 
the 9th bit to the 2nd bit are read out in the second data 
read strobe operation. Ml [B: A] =10 and M0 [B: A] =10 
indicate that the 1st bit and the 0th bit are read out 
in the third data read strobe operation. 

[00127 ] Next, the ordinal number of a data read 



46 



Application Serial No. 10/668,253 
Docket No. 24500-000007/US 

strobe operation corresponding to the data signal DT is 
a counter value 00, 01, or 10 indicated by the counter 71. 
When a counter value is identical to a value registered 
in the register 5, the data signal DTI is read out by the 
sampling circuit (s) of the sampling section 73 
corresponding to the prescribed bit(s) of 18-bit width 
data . 

[00128] In each read strobe operation, the output 

of each sampling circuit is set to Hi-Z other than a 
sample ing circuit ( s ) having a bit which is read . Therefore , 
18-bit width data can be completely read out into the CPU 
50 having an 8-bit width data bus D[7:0] by three read 
strobe operations. Note that in the third read strobe 
operation, the 2 lowest data bits of 8-bit data are valid 
while the other 6 data bits are "don't care" and do not 
have an influence on a data transfer operation. 

[00129] In Embodiment 2, the total number of 

transfer operations and the ordinal number of a transfer 
operation are represented by 2 bits in the register y and 
the register 8. However, by changing the bit width of the 
register y and the register 8, the total number of transfer 
operations by a CPU when an N-bit width data bus signal 
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is read out (e.g., C times) and the ordinal number of a 
data read access operation which reads out a specific bit 
of the N-bit width data, can be freely determined. 

[00130] Note that the total number of transfer 

operations and a division pattern may be set in the register 

Y and the register 5 in accordance with an instruction from 
the CPU 50. Alternatively, the total number of transfer 
operations and a division pattern may be set in the register 

Y and the register 8 in accordance with the data bus width 
(and the wiring manner of connection lines) of the CPU 
50 recognized by the register block 70. In this case, 
the dividing section 75 divides and outputs data in 
accordance with the total number of transfer operations 
and a division pattern set by the register block 70. 

[00131] Thus, even when a CPU having an M-bit data 

bus width is connected to a peripheral device having an 
N-bit data bus width, the wiring manner of connection lines 
between the CPU and the peripheral device can be freely 
determined without hardware limitation. 

[00132] Further, in the present invention, when 

a CPU (host system) having an M-bit width data bus accesses 
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% 

a- 

an LSI (peripheral device) having an N-bit width data bus 
(including M = N) , the total number of data write access 
operations by the CPU (or data read operations from the 
LSI to the CPU) and a division pattern are not fixed in 
hardware and data bus width can be arbitrarily resized 
for various bus systems. 

[ 00133 ] Furthermore, in the present invention, 

when a CPU (host system) having an M-bit width data bus 
accesses an LSI (peripheral device) having an N-bit width 
data bus (including M = N) , the division pattern and the 
number of divisions for an N-bit width data bus signal 
are not fixed. Therefore, it is not necessary to change 
the bit width of an LSI in hardware when the width of a 
data bus is resized, for example. Further, the type of 
an LSI available for a CPU is not limited and a CPU does 
not require a software processing or the like. Thus, the 
load on a CPU can be reduced. 

[00134] Although a data division pattern for 

18-bit width data transferred between a CPU and an LSI 
is 8-8-2 in the above-described embodiments of the present 
invention CPU, the present invention is not limited to 
this pattern. For example, a data division pattern may 



49 



Application Serial No. 10/668,253 
Docket No. 24500-000007 /US 

be 6-6-6, 5-6-7, or the like. 

[00135] Data transfer using the data bus width 

conversion apparatus of the present invention may be 
carried out in bi-directional data transfer access between 
a CPU and an LSI. 

[00136] The data bus width conversion apparatus 

of the present invention comprises a setting section in 
which the total number of transfer operations is set where 
a CPU (host system) divides N-bit data (N is a positive 
integer) into a plurality of bit data groups , and a division 
pattern of the N-bit data for dividing the N-bit data into 
a plurality of bit data groups. Alternatively, the data 
bus width conversion apparatus of the present invention 
comprises a setting section in which the total number of 
transfer operations is set where N-bit data is divided 
into a plurality of bit data groups which are in turn 
transferred to a CPU, and a division pattern of the N-bit 
data for dividing the N-bit data into a plurality of bit 
data groups. Therefore, the number of divisions and a 
division pattern of data can be arbitrarily determined 
without hardware limitation when data write access is 
carried out from a CPU (host system) to and LSI (peripheral 
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device) and when data read access is carried out from an 
LSI (peripheral device) to a CPU (host system) . 

[00137] Various other modifications will be 

apparent to and can be readily made by those skilled in 
the art without departing from the scope and spirit of 
this invention. Accordingly, it is not intended that the 
scope of the claims appended hereto be limited to the 
description as set forth herein, but rather that the claims 
be broadly construed. 



